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Kuki-Chin ‘Suspension of Operation’ 
Terror Trails Evidentiary Files 

1. Background Note 

As the saying goes, ‘a suspension of operations cannot become a 

suspension of law’, Manipur state is apparently reeling under a similar 

proverbial state of derogation of rule of law, owing to the Kuki-Chin armed 

groups led Suspension of Operations (SoO hereafter) with the Government 

of India in 2005, and the Government of Manipur joining it formally in 2008. 

To set the record straight, the Kuki-Chin armed groups had no substantial 

record of military operation against the Indian security forces till the time 

SoO was conceived on 1st August, 2005, under the initiative of the Assam 

Rifles. There is no formidable evidence to suggest that Kuki-Chin SoO 

initiative was done with an official concurrence of the state government of 

Manipur. On 22nd August 2008, SoO became a formal tripartite framework 

involving the Government of India, Government of Manipur and Kuki-Chin 

armed groups. The term ‘Kuki-Chin’ is used here to refer to the alleged 

involvement of cadres and leaders/parties having their origin in Chin State 

of Myanmar.  

Over time, more than twenty constituent groups were brought into 

the SoO process, with designated camps, identity cards, stipends and a 

Joint Monitoring Group (JMG) intended to ensure compliance1. The SoO 

provisions were not designed as a wholesome amnesty arrangement. The 

main purpose was to suspend offensive operations conditionally while 

the armed groups were to be engaged in political talk. The ground rules 

were meant to prohibit violence, kidnapping, extortion, and intimidation, 

unauthorized movement with arms, new recruitment and imposition of 

illegal taxes or fines. The legitimacy of the SoO should, therefore, come from 

compliance and accountability, not merely from an official ritual of annual 

renewal. The Kuki-Chin SoO process covers about 25 armed groups with an 

approximate cadre strength of 2181. An astonishing character of SoO is that 
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some of these groups have a membership of less than 15. 

An armed group like Kuki Revolutionary Army (U) with merely 13 cadre 

strength entering into a ‘SoO’ pact and getting qualified to be in a ‘political 

dialogue’ is northing short of a puzzling instance of governmentality. Kuki-

Chin SoO groups are led by two groups; namely Kuki National Organisation 

(KNO) and United People’s Front (UPF). The two broad groups seems to 

have been created to align the ethnic and clan orientations of the groups. 

Also, for the evident reason that SoO process involves several insignificant 

and petty groups. Many of the parties involved in SoO functions like 

protective ethno-clan armed groups. The formation of groups involved in 

SoO in the mid-1990s can be explicated in the wake of inter-ethnic clashes 

during the period. The 1990s saw heightened inter-ethnic competitiveness 

often leading to physical violence. The clash between Kukis and Nagas in 

between 1992 - 1997 and Kuki-Paite in 1997 are glaring cases. The formation 

of tribe and clan-based armed groups mushroomed during this time in the 

southern hills of Manipur. Moreover, the porous border of India - Myanmar 

region became a major site of these contests, overlapping ethnic claims, 

illicit arms and drug trade. Compounded further by geopolitical interest 

of global powers, ethnic mobilisation in the region is suspected to have 

benefited from a dubious networks of trans-border funding.  Manipur 

violence of May 3, 2023 which has resulted in the death of hundred civilians, 

destruction of houses and displacement cannot be seen in isolation from 

the geopolitical scrambles in the region. The socio-political and economic 

impact of Manipur violence is poised to prove even more consequential in 

the years to come. 

Another trajectory of Manipur conflict is that a good number of 

existing Armed Opposition Parties are clamouring for the ‘right to self-

determination’ and ‘restoration of lost independence’. These movements 

gained momentum in the regions of India-Myanmar frontiers and Western 

South Asian region, particularly in Assam, Manipur and Nagaland in the 
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1990s. Comparatively speaking, the ethno-clan based groups, as in the case 

of Kuki-Chin groups, had no robust political aspirations, except for some 

local autonomy aspirations, mainly in the years after the Mizo Accord, 1986. 

The Kuki-Chin groups in Manipur largely remain within the enclaves of 

ethnicity and clans, largely advocating for administrative power devolution. 

Many splinter groups of of Kuki groups have apparently increased their 

political, social and economic sphere of influence since the start of SoO and 

May 3 violence.   

The Kuki-Chin groups in Manipur caused no formidable challenge to 

the security establishment. As mentioned above, the armed groups with 

historical aspirations clamoring for ‘fight to self-determination’ were a 

major source of concern for the security establishment. There was an ever 

increasing need for counter-insurgency networks. It became handy for the 

security establishment to align with groups that had not significant political 

ambition. Many of these groups began to take part in counter-insurgency 

operations. Area experts like Subir Bhaumik goes to the extent of claiming 

that the security establishment was ‘using the Kuki armed groups to curb 

and control the Manipuri insurgent groups’2.

2. Why SoO Matters? 

The trajectories of armed groups in India’s northeastern region have 

been complex and multi-layered. Some are into ‘ceasefire’ and ‘peace-

talks’, while some are into ‘SoO’ and ‘homecoming’ spree. On the other 

hand, many refuse to enter into any form of ‘dialogue’. In such a scenario, 

the current evidentiary file comes as an attempt to examine ‘Kuki-Chin 

SoO’ led by KNO and UPF. The main objective of the current dossier is to 

re-assess the issue of SoO compliance, transparency, adherence to ground 

rules, indulgence in illicit activities, and undermining of the constitutional 

mandates. Methodologically, the dossier relies on primary sources not only 

for the sake of clarity of thought but also for legal evidentiary purposes that 

can pave way to sustenance of the rule of law. The main subject-matter 
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chosen for empirical assessment, in this case, is KNO & UPF led SoO. This 

is a subject of immense importance due to the spiraling terror and civilian 

casualties in Manipur since May 3. Recently the expanse of the conflict has 

increased by dragging in more communities into the conflict. 

Abduction of civilians, hostage taking tactics by Kuki and killing 

of the hostages, including women and children, have become the order 

of the day in Manipur. The bizarre part of Manipur ordeal is the alleged 

involvement of several armed groups in these ever spriralling acts of 

terror which are part of the SoO Agreement since 2005. The answer as 

to why the Manipur violence fails to recede, and whether the rule of 

law has become selective in its application becomes the most relevant 

questions of the day. An empirical assessment of the acts of SoO groups’ 

terror trails, thus, can throw a significant light on Manipur tragedy and 

the recycling of May 3. 

If one goes by the inferences and facts, the terror trails of Kuki-Chin 

groups becomes the primary concern. News reports, government (white) 

papers, Police and National lnvestigativee Agency (NIA), video evidences, 

victim testimonials, experiences, and civil society handouts provide 

the much required references. The testimonies of workers’/truckers, 

transporters’ associations, medical and pharmaceutical bodies, families of 

missing families and civilians directly affected by the terror of SoO groups 

on the highways and inter-community adjoining and overlapping territories 

also provide a much deeper understanding of the ground realities, and the 

threat it posses to the commoners in Manipur. 

The current dossier by no means is meant to be judgemental. The 

evidentiary materials, chronology of incidences and timelines speak 

for themselves. A methodological caution is critical in an atmosphere of 

conflicting narratives, disinformation and trust deficit which are typical 

markers of a conflict that is made to increasingly become horizontal. As per 

the ground rules, SoO which began in 2005 in literal sense was to formally 
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shun violence. It was to locate the cadres of Kuki-Chin armed groups within 

the designated camps. As per the revised Ground Rules, 2011, the arms and 

ammunition of the groups were to be placed under the control of Joint 

Monitoring Group (JMG). The objective of the ‘tripartite SoO agreement’  (the 

central and state government, and KNO & UPF), was to suspend offensive 

operations against the ‘compliant’ cadres and groups only. The moot issue, 

as per the records, is the profound incidences of lack of compliance, violation 

of the Ground Rules of SoO and apparent complicity of the authorities 

concerned.  

Often camouflaged by identity and clan optics, excesses of the 

Kuki-Chin armed groups and criminal activities are let loose on the 

commoners. Critical infrastructure such as the national highways and 

right to free movement are at their mercy. Prolonged violence and  illicit 

economic regime is hidden behind the veil of SoO. Habitual offence 

and the lack of a strong monitoring mechanism complimented by 

evident political nexus have converted a peace process like SoO into a 

den of criminal networks with a robust illicit power and social coercion 

underneath. The evidence is plentiful; the consequences are cumulative. 

Records of workers’ abductions, extortion and loot on the highways and 

fratricidal killings have not only marred the very meaning and purpose of 

SoO, but has also defaced the fundamental scope of a meaningful truce 

and rule of law. 

The current dossier comes as a reflection of the social cry that longs for 

the attention of right thinking global community and relevant stakeholders 

who have often been either dis-informed or unaware of the ground realities 

in the trouble-torn state of Manipur. Peace is possible but not where terror, 

nexus, weaponisation of identity exists, and not where peace-builders are 

persecuted. These concerns are no more a mere apprehension, but a real 

time situation in the region called the Northeast. The evidences to these 

claims are chronicled in the passages below.  
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3. SoO Terrorism: A Timeline of Evidence 

The current dossier has a specific purpose. The purpose is to produce 

a fact-sheet of SoO groups with regard to their compliance to SoO rules. 

However, terror trails of some non-SoO groups are also discussed wherever 

relevant. According to the South Asian Terrorism Portal (SATP hereafter), 

the chronology of events associated with the Kuki National Army - one of 

the earliest and largest SoO signatories -corroborates the non-compliance 

issue. In August 2008, the year SoO became a tripartite agreement in 

New Delhi but soon after the truce cadres of KNA - a conglomeration of 

11 Kuki militant outfits - were arrested for indulging in extortion of nursing 

homes, hospitals and the State Forest Department in Imphal. As per the 

rule book of SoO, the cadres were mandated to remain in the designated-

camps, weapons were to be deposited and placed under surveillance. The 

signatories were to ‘abjure violence and unlawful acts’. However, SoO has 

had a tedious journey when it comes to enforcing it. According to SATP, by 

the year 2010 at least 56 extortion cases had been attributed to various Kuki 

armed groups in SoO since they became a part of SoO. The same source also 

records that the legislative complaints against the truce/SoO were mainly 

related to issues of non-compliance. The reports go to the extent of alleging 

Kuki-Chin SoO groups were  indulging in extorting a large share from the 

government compensations meant for public infrastructure development3. 

It is illustrative of the fact that unlawful revenue collection and the formalism 

essentially operated in parallel rather than one following the other4. 

KNA specific (SATP) terror chronology provides granular examples 

that corroborate with the same patterns rather than merely alongside it. A 

year before the SoO began, in April 2004, the Integrated Check Post Joint 

Action Committee of Moreh publicly alleged that ‘all the extortion at Moreh 

was carried out by the KNA through’. SATP-based chronology records 

repeated factional clashes throughout the SoO years. It resulted in the 

killing of several persons involving SoO parties like KLA, KRA, KNA and KNF 
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factions between 2007 and 2010. Examples include the 2008 abduction and 

killing of KRA cadres by suspected KLA militants and a 2010 clash in which 

multiple militants were killed5. Implicating a deeper intra-ethnic contest on 

the ground apparently competing for the increase of their own sphere of 

influence, in July 2008, 18 militants were killed and four injured in a gun 

battle at Seijang Hill, on the border between Imphal East and Senapati 

districts. The gun battle was between combined KLA/KRA cadres and the 

Prithvi faction of KNF. The police reports also attributed the clash to a fight 

for territorial control. 

The terror trails and fratricidal killings were poised to continue for a 

longer time. In another incident, in June 2010 at least 500 villagers of the 

Waakan area in Sadar Hills fled their homes after roughly 200 KRA and KNA 

cadres took up positions for a gun battle in the area. In the same month, 

three KNA cadres and one KRA cadre were separately killed in overlapping 

factional clashes at Molkon village, Senapati district. Fratricidal killings, 

thus, became a major aspect of Kuki-Chin armed formation. It can also 

be viewed as a reflection of the absence of a political unity, mainly before 

the occurrence of May 3 violence. Repeated inter-factional violence also 

evidences the free movement of SoO cadres with arms which is an open 

derogation of SoO norms.

In other words, SoO groups were vulnerable to internal factionalism, 

and seemingly in need of a ‘common other’ to subside its internal conflicts. 

Again, in September 2010, three ZRA cadres were beaten to death after 

being abducted by rival KNA cadres at Sielmat, Churachandpur6. The 

moot question is how the cadres moved so freely and indulged in open 

clashes when they were already bound by the norms of abjuring violence. 

The credibility of SoO has always been under the scanner since the year 

it began. These violations could be brought to justice if the camp rosters, 

attendance logs, weapon inventories and movement permissions are to be 

open to public audit, and legal accountability. In February 2007, villagers 
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of Leisan, Tengnoupal and T. Bungmual in Chandel district held a press 

conference alleging that the KNA, an SoO signatory, had committed 

atrocities against them, including the assault of two persons, one a village 

chief. In November 2009, a KNA cadre arrested in Imphal East confessed to 

involvement in extorting money from private nursing homes, hospitals and 

the State Forest Department7. In September 2010, Manipur Police arrested 

two KNA cadres at Pureilomba (Imphal East) after they allegedly came to 

collect an extortion demand of INR 2.7 lakh from a local businessman. 

The evidence of SoO Ground Rule violation is in plenty. In the Preamble 

of the Agreed Ground Rules (2008), it is specified that KNO/UFP will ‘abide 

by the Constitution of India, the laws of the land and the territorial integrity 

of Manipur’. The Preamble also mandates that ‘KNO/UPF is to completely 

abjure the path of violence and will not engage in violent or unlawful 

activities like killing, injuriies, kidnapping, ambush, extortion, intimidation, 

carrying of arms in public and imposing of tax or fines’. ‘The security forces 

(the army, para military force and state police) will not launch operations 

against the group as long as they abide by the SoO agreement’, says the 

Kuki SoO Ground Rule, 2008. ‘The State Government has been given the 

responsibility to enforce the Agreed Ground Rules with the assistance of 

CPOs, Assam Rifls and Army’ with the concurrence of JMG. According to 

Section 5 of SoO Agreed Ground Rules, 2008, ‘the groups will not carry out 

recruitment of fresh cadres or raise additional organisations’. The SoO Rules 

have been tampered with since the inception of SoO. The evidences are 

too robust to ignore for it directly relates to violation of the Agreed Rules, 

Constitutional values and civil rights. 

According to a Hindustan Times report (February 16, 2025), the Manipur 

Police along with armed forces arrested 12 militants which included 7 KNA 

cadres and seized a large number of arms, ammunition, and explosives. 

The cadres were arrested from Old Khaukual, Sangaikot, Churachandpur 

district. According to the same report, the arrested KNA cadres were 
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identified as Seikhogin Haokip alias Gigiin (37), Ngamlengmang Mate 

alias Mangneo (25), Seikhomang Haokip alias Selmang (25), Thanglelmang 

Haokip alias Mangboi (27), Jamkhosei Haokip alias Seipu (32), Lhunkholal 

Haokip alias Lalboi (34), and Mangkhangthang Kipgen alias Mamang (35). 

As per the Section 3 of the SoO Ground Rules, the cadres are to stay within 

the camps. The frequent arrest of cadres in SoO indulging in crimes and 

open movement with sophisticated arms is a violation of Section 3 of SoO 

Rules.  A troubling fact is that there are concrete indications of ‘recruitment 

of fresh cadres’ which is a violation of Section 5 of SoO Ground Rules. An 

analysis of the Hindustan Times report of February 16, 2025 as mentioned 

above can explain how Section 5 is bizarrely violated. If the 7 arrested KNA 

cadres were 37, 25, 27, 32, 34, and 35 years old respectively in 2025, their age 

at the time of inception of SoO, i.e. in 2008, would have been 20, 8, 10, 15, 

17 and 18 years old  respectively. Several cases of attacks on security forces 

have been reported from Kangpokpi and Bishnupur district as well. On 9 

September 2024, Kuki militants reportedly attacked CRPF in Manipur’s 

Kangpokpi district, according to Republic news. The ‘Kuki militants’, 

including the SoO groups in several cases, have also been accused of being 

involved in killing several truckers. In a statement issued by Manipur Police, 

as reported on May 31, 2026, The Telegraph, Manipur Police held ‘armed 

Kuki militants’ responsible for an ambush on NH 202 that resulted in the 

killing of a truck driver (Nitish Kumar, 57 years) from Bengal on May  29, 

2026. Multiple cases of abduction and killings have marred the highways 

and truckers in Manipur for decades. Blockades on Highways had lasted 

for more than hundred days, the longest being  139 days in 2016 followed 

by 123 days in 2011, soaring the price of essential commodities. Even the 

medical equipment worth crore have been burned on these highways. The 

Highways that became inaccessible for the public on May 3, 2023 partially 

became accessible only in August 2026 surpassing the 2016 record. In a 

milieu of heightened institutional complicity and social distrust, highways 

remain in the captivity of persons with guns while the communities get 
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buffered unconstitutionally. Manipur is a living example of such aberrations.   

4. The Nexus

The SoO menace was to remain for a much longer time than expected. 

In August 2018, The Indian Express reported, citing an NIA statement, that 

Kuki Revolutionary Army Chairman David Hangshing was arrested after 

disclosing the location of six missing 9 mm pistols. The report further stated 

that nine 9 mm pistols had been recovered from the residence of Soson 

Haokip, Chairman of the United Kuki Liberation Front (UKLF), another 

SoO signatory8. A two-page representation dated 7 June 2019 which was 

attributed to UKLF Chairman S.S. Haokip is even more revealing. In his own 

account, the report stated that the Chairman purchased ten pistols from MLA 

Yamthong Haokip. It was later learned that they were stolen government 

weapons. The representation alleges that an agreement was reached that 

if UKLF surrendered the guns there would be no operation or raids against 

UKLF cadres and leaders9. Such a case, attributed to the Chairman of a SoO 

signatory, is highly probative of the relationship that existed between an 

armed group and a section of the political class in power. 

The nexus between the SoO groups and electoral parties is a self-

revealing concern. One such case is the 7 June 2019 representation which 

was attributed to UKLF Chairman S.S. Haokip. In a widely circulated handout, 

the Chairman of the group claimed that his organisation would support 

BJP in 2015 Autonomous District Council elections. A similar issue appeared 

in the 2017 Manipur Assembly elections as reports of collusion with some 

BJP leadership appeared in public domain. The said organization reportedly 

played an important role in the formation of the BJP-led government and 

coincidentally the same party won the elections by a huge margin10. The 

current write up does not mean to conclude that BJP institutionally entered 

into an unlawful quid-pro-quo pact with an unsolicited organisation. This 

adds to the trail of SoO leaders getting involved in garnering electoral support. 

The nexus of guns, vote-bank polarisation and usage of political power 
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needs urgent policy intervention. A startling case of nexus has allegedly 

come out from an 11-page document titled ‘Kuki-Alfred Agreement’. One 

reproduced notification dated 17 April 2024 is presented as a document 

submitted to Kangpokpi Police and explicitly claims that Kuki organisations 

including KNO had signed an agreement with the Congress party, coupled 

with directives for voting and political demands11. The Hills Journal also 

reported on 17 April 2024 that various Kuki-Zo bodies had declared their 

support for the Congress candidate Alfred Kanngam S. Arthur for the 18 Lok 

Sabha Elections, 2024 (The Hills Journal, 17 April 2024)12. Taken together with 

the UKLF Chairman’s earlier claims, the material demonstrates a recurring 

public concern as far as nexus between electoral class and armed groups. 

Armed groups have often become vehicles for electoral influence and 

political power. The question is not whether communities may collectively 

support a candidate they plainly may but whether armed organizations 

enjoying SoO status use coercive capacity, networks or political bargains to 

shape election outcomes.

5. SoO: The Making of May 3

In 2023, the Ministry of Home Affairs directed the NIA to probe KNA, 

Zomi Revoultionary Army (ZRA) and other Kuki/Zomi armed groups which 

are in the SoO process in connection with the unrest in Manipur. The 3rd May 

2023 rally in Kuki dominated Churachandpur town witnessed several armed 

individuals in military attire taking part in a supposedly peaceful civilian rally. 

The cry for identification of those armed individuals in the public rally has 

not reached the ears of people in power. In 2025, the NIA arrested a KNA 

member among accused in the January 2024 Moreh attack that killed two 

police commandos. In 2026, Manipur Home Department/JMG Chair formally 

warned KNO and UPF that serious allegations existed of SoO cadres leaving 

camps with weapons and participating in attacks. The workers of the region 

have suffered enormous atrocities at the hands of Kuki armed groups, many 

of whom are in SoO. Manipur transporters’ associations have concertedly 
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documented illegal ‘tax’ collections on Manipur’s highways, including yearly 

tax, gate pass, godown tax and per-trip payments. The annexes of the dossier 

include photographs of receipts bearing the names of KNF, KRA, KLA and 

several more SoO militants with handwritten descriptions such as ‘yearly tax’, 

‘vehicle group’ and ‘godown tax’. A 2025 NDTV report separately documented 

villagers’ allegations that the KNF had coerced beneficiaries and taken cuts 

from NH-2 compensation. Manipur Police itself described a KNF cadre 

arrested in July 2026 as an ‘extortionist’. 

Issues of not adhering to the agreed conditions of SoO have been 

a source of regular conflict between the state government of Manipur 

and the SoO groups. A few months before the May 3rd crisis, the Manipur 

Cabinet had already voted, on 10 March 2023, to withdraw the State’s own 

SoO recognition from two constituent groups i.e., KNA and ZRA, over their 

conduct and violation of the SoO Ground Rules. In the following month, 

on 8 April 2023, a SoO camp at Henglep in Churachandpur was raided 

and looted of its arms and ammunition by a rival Kuki group; barely three 

weeks before the infamous May 3 conflict began. These episodes show that 

“missing cadres and arms from camp” and inter-group weapons leakage 

were living administrative concerns not only before the May 3rd, but also after 

May 3rd. The issue is no longer a mere lack of accountability. It is a question 

of constitutional adherence and social cost that a state like Manipur has 

suffered. A judicious weighing between appeasing a section of SoO militia 

and the social cost becomes pertinent. No right-thinking, democratic 

country would choose appeasement over human cost. 

 6. SoO Constituent Groups 

There are twenty-five Kuki-Chin groups involved in SoO under two 

umbrella bodies, as mentioned above.  The list is reproduced below because 

knowing which named groups are formally inside the SoO architecture is 

expected to put the issues and subsequent cases cited in the dossier13 in 

proper perspectives.
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Kuki National Organisation (KNO) — 17 constituent groups

	ȋ Kuki National Army (KNA)

	ȋ Kuki National Front (KNF)

	ȋ Kuki National Front (Military Council) — KNF(MC)

	ȋ Kuki Revolutionary Army (KRA)

	ȋ Kuki Revolutionary Army (Military Council) — KRA(MC)

	ȋ Kuki Defence Force (KDF)

	ȋ Kuki Liberation Army (KLA)

	ȋ Kuki Liberation Organisation (KLO)

	ȋ Pakan Reunificaton Army  (PRA)

	ȋ United Kuki Liberation Front (UKLF)

	ȋ United Tribal Liberation Army (UTLA)

	ȋ Hmar National Army (HNA)

	ȋ Zomi Revolutionary Front (ZRF)

	ȋ Zomi Revolutionary Army (ZRA)

	ȋ Zomi Reunification Organisation (ZRO)

	ȋ Pakan Sanmei Revolutionary Front (PSRF)

	ȋ Kuki National Front (Zogam) — KNF(Z)

United People’s Front (UPF) — 8 constituent groups

	ȋ United Kuki Liberation Front (UKLF) — UPF faction, distinct from 
the KNO-listed UKLF

	ȋ Kuki National Army (KNA) — UPF faction

	ȋ Kuki National Front (KNF) — UPF faction

	ȋ Zomi Revolutionary Army (ZRA) — UPF faction

	ȋ Hmar People’s Convention (Democratic) — HPC(D)

	ȋ United Socialist Revolutionary Army (USRA)

	ȋ United Tribal National Liberation Front (UTNLF)

	ȋ Kuki Liberation Army (KLA) — UPF faction
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Several names recur under both umbrellas (KNA, KNF, ZRA, KLA, 

UKLF) because KNO and UPF each have their own factions operating under 

that name. However, UKNA not a signatory to the SoO pact. This dossier 

treats UKNA as non-SoO for evidentiary purposes wherever it appears. The 

terror trail of UKNA is being included here for a wider understanding of 

the atrocities committed by it in the name of identity. Most of the groups 

forming a part of SoO, historically speaking, emerged against the backdrop 

of a complex history of insurgency, inter-ethnic tensions, overlapping 

territorial claims and sub-state autonomy issue. The role of SoO militants 

appears to have increased enormously after the May 3 violence. In addition, 

ethnocentric mobilisation has also intensified through the exponential 

involvement of the Kuki militias, openly subduing civil society voices, 

peace-builders, and even the Members of Legislative Assembly. A heart 

wrenching incident, in this regard, was the brutal murder of a Thadou 

leader who took part in Imphal peace declaration. Nehkam Jomhao was 

abducted on August 30, 2025 and was later found dead in Manja village, 

Karbi Anglong, Assam. Nehkam Jomhao (59), chairman of the Thadou 

Literature Society Assam was a resident of Manja village in Karbi Anglong, 

Assam. Stating that the barbaric act was perpetrated by armed cadres 

from two Kuki militant groups, the Kuki Revolutionary Army (KRA) and the 

United Kukigam Defence Army (UKDA), and was masterminded by UKDA 

chief Janglen Kipgen and KRA chief Janglun Hansing, Thadou Inpi Manipur 

(TIM) reportedly urged the Government to immediately abrogate the SoO 

agreement with the Kuki militant groups of Assam and Manipur and declare 

them as outlawed terrorist organizations14. He was one of the 17 delegates 

who attended a peace meeting in Imphal between Thadou community and 

several Manipur based civil society groups led by Coordinating Committee 

on Manipur Integrity (COCOMI) on August 6, 2025. According to SSP Saikia, 

Karbi Anglong police, five ‘former cadres’ of the Kuki Revolutionary Army 

(KRA) who are part of SoO15 were arrested. Implying its dissatisfaction, TIM has 

been calling for the abrogation of SoO, and restoration of peace in Manipur. 
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The demand for SoO accountability has hardly receded. The question 

of stricter surveillance and relocation of SoO camps are among the primary 

demands. These calls are reinforced by the Government of India’s own 4 

September 2025 renegotiation, which outlined the need for relocation of 

seven SoO camps away from vulnerable areas. It further issued orders for the 

reduction of camps, and transfer of weapons to nearby CRPF/BSF camps. 

Stringent physical verification of cadres and firmer JMG monitoring have 

been widely emphasised. These changes were not meant to be cosmetic. 

It implicitly recognised that camp (re) location, weapon custody and cadre 

verification had become a serious security and public safety issue16 not only 

in Manipur, but also in the Northeast region. The disgruntlement over SoO 

non-compliance increased manifold as May 3 violence failed to recede. 

On 29 February 2024, the Manipur Legislative Assembly unanimously 

resolved to urge the Government of India to abrogate the SoO pact with all 

the Kuki-Zo underground groups. Yet the Union Government later signed 

a renegotiated one-year agreement on 4 September 2025. The resulting 

gap between the Assembly’s unanimous position and continued central 

government’s accommodation is central to the public grievance17 and 

protests. 

Independent media reports published within weeks of the 3 May 2023 

outbreak set out a chronology of incidents reflecting upon the question 

of SoO compliance. Some key events in this regard can be added further 

for clarity of thought. On 10 March 2023, the Manipur Cabinet resolved to 

withdraw the State Government’s SoO recognition from two constituent 

groups, the Kuki National Army (KNA) and the Zomi Revolutionary Army 

(ZRA), whose leaderships (like  PS Haokip of KNA & Thanglianpao Guite of 

ZRA) are said to be foreign nationals. According to a March 11, 2023 NDTV 

Report, as per the Government of Manipur ‘KNA and ZRA insurgents 

have been instigating (opium) poppy cultivators in Manipur against the 

government’ which became a key reason for Manipur to withdraw SoO pact 

with the two groups.     
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On the issue of foreign elements in SoO process, according to a report 

published in The Sangai Express, 15 December 2025, the Ministry of Home 

Affairs, Government of India, had issued an official notice to the Government 

of Manipur to clarify on the nationality status of Thanglianpao Guite and 

manner in which he acquired an Indian Passport way back in 2019. Mr 

Guite is reported to be from Tongjang Township of Chin State in Myanmar. 

The involvement of foreign national led groups in the SoO processes that 

supposedly deals with an issue that is specifically dealt with local autonomy 

in Manipur state of India has been an issue of dissent from the natives and 

indigenous communities.

Reflective of the difficulty in maintaining compliance, Manipur State 

had taken a stringent position on two SoO groups for violating ground 

rules, two months before the May 3 conflict18. On 5 April 2023, the Manipur 

Government declared Thangkhongam Haokip alias David, described as 

commander-in-chief of the Kuki Independent Army (KIA), a “Most Wanted” 

criminal19. On 8 April 2023, cadres of the KIA reportedly raided a designated 

SoO camp at Henglep sub-division, Churachandpur, at around 7:30 pm 

and looted a large quantity of arms and ammunition; the camp had been 

housing cadres of the USRA, KNF(Z) and UTLA groups20.

These episodes matter for two reasons. First, they show that the 

phenomenon this dossier calls “missing cadres and arms from camp” 

was already an acknowledged administrative and security problem much 

before 3 May 2023 violence. Nor did it subside after May 3. Second, the fact 

that the State Government decided to withdraw from SoO recognition in 

the case of two groups in March 2023, only for the wider 2008 initiative 

to continue and later be renegotiated in September 2025 rather than 

terminated, illustrates the pattern of non-compliance on the part of SoO 

militants. The apparent complicity of the Central Government and JMG on 

the regular violation of SoO Ground Rules is incomprehensible. The legacy 

of SoO terror continues to be on the rise. One of the latest documentary 
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evidences in the archive is a notification dated 7 August 2026 issued by 

the Commissioner-cum-Secretary (Home), Government of Manipur, who 

is also the Chairman of the JMG, addressed to the chairmen/secretaries of 

KNO and UPF. The notification records that there were ‘serious allegations’ 

involving the cadres of Kuki-Zomi groups under SoO who had broken SoO 

camp norms as they reportedly moved into conflict zones with weapons 

and participated in attacks21. It warned that cadres violating the ground 

rules or carrying weapons outside camps will be dealt with under the law 

and that group-level penal action may follow where leadership connivance 

is found22. The significance is loud and clear. JMG, in August 2026, issued a 

formal disciplinary warning to the umbrella organisations; KNO and UPF. 

Therefore, the taxpayers are entitled to ask why allegations of such gravity 

remained unaddressed till date. SoO needs to be put in the dock. 

7. SoO: A Highway Bandit

For ordinary citizens, the most visible consequence of armed-group 

with power is often not a gun battle but the price of food, fuel, life, free 

movement and security which the dossier calls ‘human cost’. Manipur’s 

national highways are economic lifelines. When armed groups impose 

‘tax’, ‘yearly tax’, ‘godown tax’, ‘gate pass’ or per-trip payments, the cost is 

eventually paid by the commoners. A striking collage of receipts carrying 

the names of Kuki National Front, Kuki Revolutionary Army, Kuki Liberation 

Army is itself revealing. The receipts include entries described as ‘yearly tax’, 

‘vehicle group’, ‘godown tax’ and other payments, with amounts ranging 

into tens of thousands of rupees. These documents are supplied by the 

transporters’ association (s). The visual consistency across organizations 

and years materially corroborates long-running transporter allegations of a 

structured, parallel taxation-bandit operation on the highways of Manipur23. 

An August 2025 letter from the All Manipur Petroleum Products Drivers 

Association to the Governor lists specific charges allegedly collected on 

petroleum/LPG tankers despite security escort; work permit, yearly tax, up/
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down payments, godown tax, gate pass and per-loaded-tanker charges at 

named points on the route. The letter bears multiple receipt/forwarding 

stamps24. A multi-association representation dated 15 July 2026 to the Chief 

Minister of Manipur states that since May 2023 POL/LPG tankers moving 

on NH-37 under CRPF escort had faced illegal tax collections on every trip. 

The representation details the location and amounts while recording an 

increases from approximately Rs. 200 to more than Rs 7,000 in some cases. 

Pertaining to these chronic loot and terror, the transporters have often 

resorted to a suspension of works as a form of protest. Consequently, the 

transporters’ groups entered into ‘Memorandum of Understanding’ with 

the government of Manipur. The Supreme Court has, on several occasions, 

also intervened against frequent highway blockades in Manipur as in the 

case of SAPO highway blockade25. 

According to NDTV reports, September 2023, illegal highway taxation 

had operated in Manipur for decades and had intensified during the recent 

conflicts in Manipur. Private companies describe average payments of 

roughly Rs 7,000 per truck per trip, rising in violence-affected areas, and 

referred to “godown tax” and routing of money through middlemen or 

hawala26. As mentioned above, in July 2025, an NDTV investigation into Rs 

320.52 crore in NH-2 land-acquisition compensation reported allegations 

by villagers that KNF personnel forced beneficiaries to sign blank or pre-

filled papers and took cuts from compensation. NDTV reported that the 

bank records showed at least Rs 18 crore in multiple credits to eight persons 

alleged by complainants to be middlemen27. 

A Manipur Police post, dated 6 July 2026, states that security forces 

arrested an ‘extortionist active cadre of KNF’ in Jiribam and recovered a 

pistol and ammunition28. When these charges are read alongside named 

tax receipts, decades of extortion reporting, transporter petitions and a 

2026 police arrest explicitly describing a KNF cadre as an extortionist, the 

case for a financial terror trail becomes compelling. Acknowledging the 
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gravity of the situation, on 1 August 2026, the Government of Manipur and 

a consortium of petroleum transporters entered into a MoU providing 

for review/revision of the convoy SOP, strict compliance by district police/

CRPF, appointment of nodal officers, monthly reviews and a special drive 

by district SPs against extortion along NH-3729. The fact that fuel tankers 

require escorted convoys, special SOPs, monthly review and anti-extortion 

drives is itself a reflection of the prolonged violation of free movement and 

livelihood on the highways of Manipur.

8. SoO: An Illicit Empire?

The size of the illicit drug economy has surpassed Manipur state’s 

annual budget. Illicit wealth concentrated in some hands results in 

significant material monopoly and collusion with power. The impunity 

of SoO groups is a matter of serious concern, given that the designated 

camps are located around the foothills, highways of Manipur. The culture 

of impunity, if not stopped, further snowballs into the public sphere and 

civil society as well. For instance, 10 March 2023, a protest rally organised by 

the Kuki Students’ Organisation-GHQ and the Indigenous Tribal Leaders’ 

Forum against the State’s eviction drive in reserved/protected forest areas 

turned violent in Kangpokpi district30. Again on 27–28 April 2023, ITLF-linked 

mobs vandalised and burned a sports facility due to be inaugurated by the 

Chief Minister in Churachandpur, and separately set fire to a Forest Range 

Office at Tuibong; mobile internet was suspended across Churachandpur 

and Pherzawl districts from 28 April31.

The insecurity caused to the public is aptly reflected in Union 

Government’s own 2025 acceptance to relocate seven SoO camps32. The 

public outcry for a white paper on the camp locations, actual number of 

authorised cadres, verified attendance, and weapon inventories has been 

on the rise, mainly after May 3. Without such transparency, designated 

camps risk being perceived not as de-mobilisation facilities but as protected 

armed infrastructure embedded in strategically sensitive terrain and inter-
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ethnic relations. In another sensational case, the National Investigation 

Agency (NIA) arrested multiple accused named Kamginthang Gangte and 

Otkhothang Baite for the October 31, 2023 sniper killing of Moreh Sub-

Divisional Police Officer, Chingtham Anand Singh33. Kamginthang Gangte 

(alias K. Guite) who was arrested by NIA on June 5, 2025 is identified as a top 

Kuki National Army leader34. 

More recently, the National Investigation Agency (NIA) arrested S. 

Palal (alias Lalboi Singson) for his alleged involvement in April 7, 2026 IED 

attack in Tronglaobi, Manipur in which two toddlers (one five year and the  

other five months old) were killed while asleep. S. Palal is reported to be the 

finance head of the proscribed UKNA. In other rare event of civilian killing 

case, NIA has arrested several persons in relation to brutal murder of six 

women and children abducted persons in Jakuradhor, Jiribam, Manipur on 

Condemning the act crime in Jakuradhor, Taragi Cheishu, a think tank 

groups based in Manipur, demanded ‘immediate arrest and punishment of 

those involved in the Jakuradhor massacre (three women and 3 children) 

of women and children under the Geneva Convention, 1960 and relevant 

domestic criminal laws’35. Under the case number RC-15/2024/NIA/IMP), NIA 

terms the case as ‘heinous crime’ and has made several arrests in relation 

to the Jakuradhor killings. Thanglienlal Hmar (Boya) and Lalrosang Hmar 

identified as ‘active conspirators’ in the case were arrested on 1st August 

202536.

With the latest spread of ethnic tension in Manipur to Tangkhul, 

Liangmai and Paomai communities, several Naga bodies have registered 

their grievances against the SoO groups and several Kuki-Chin armed 

groups. The document entitled the ‘Ghost of Peace’ dossier reproduces 

narcotics figures showing very large-scale poppy destruction and drug 

seizures between 2017 and 2023. Separate public reporting using Narcotics 

and Affairs of Border (NAB) data reported that more than 18,000 acres 

of opium poppy fields were destroyed during the period, with Kangpokpi 
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and Churachandpur among the major districts. A 2024 report cited 

official figures of 19,135.5 acres destroyed since 201737. The premise of the 

dossier is not to grossly identify a specific community with a collective 

criminal guilt. Nonethless, illicit opium poppy economy is robust as it 

surpassed the size of Manipur state’s annual budget. Opium poppy 

cultivation and drug trafficking is both a regional and global challenge. 

According to a UNODC report, 2026, the Sagaing Division of Myanmar 

(bordering Manipur) has seen opium poppy cultivating for the first time 

with 552 hectares, while Myanmar stands as the highest opium poppy 

producer of the world surpassing Afghanistan. Now the question is who 

are involved in these opium network. Without blaming any community, 

one may decipher the situation by re-looking at the reports that have 

appeared in the newspapers and police notifications. For instance, a 

2025 NDTV investigation into KNF cites a source describing extortion as 

a major source of income and referring to drug-smuggling routes38. The 

gravity of opium cultivation issue is such that the Government of Manipur 

decided to withdraw from the SoO process for the alleged involvement 

of some SoO groups in sabotaging anti-poppy drive of the government. 

According to a study published by  Pulokjyoti Hazarika (April 26, 2024), 

insurgent groups like Chin Kuki Liberation Army (non-SoO), UTLA, KNO, 

and ZRA were investigated for their involvement drug related cases. 

For example, on 16 October 2023, the commander of a Kuki SoO group 

(Lemtinsei Singson (50) of UTLA) was arrested for his involvement in drug 

trafficking. UTLA operates under the umbrella of KNO. NIA and several 

other investigative agencies have registered cases under UAPA, 1967 that  

relates to transnational criminal activities, including illicit drug trafficking. 

As Manipur has seen maximum illicit opium poppy cultivation in India’s 

Northeast region, and the region’s proximity to Golden Triangle make it 

even vulnerable. In a situation of lawlessness, mainly in the southern hills 

of Manipur, since May 3, growth in transnational crimes and opium poppy 

is evident.     
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9. SoO: A Trans-national Arms Network

On 11 October 2023, The Indian Express reported that the MHA had 

instructed the NIA to probe at least three Kuki militant groups and one 

Zomi militant group in connection with the Manipur unrest. The groups 

identified included KNA and ZRA both under SoO along with KNF (Nehlun) 

and UKLA. The report said the MHA communication alleged links with 

Myanmar-based Chin-Kuki-Zo groups, funding, weapons procurement 

and training39. The fact that the Union Home Ministry itself directed the 

national counter-terror agency to examine SoO-linked groups in a trans-

border security context is fundamentally incompatible with the suggestion 

that cross-border concerns are merely local propaganda. The information 

archives and 2026 reporting repeatedly refer to Kuki National Army-Burma 

(KNA-B), a Myanmar-based organisation. KNA-B’s involvement in frequent 

attacks on Manpur’s eastern borders cannot be ignored. Naga organisations 

in 2026 alleged coordination between KNA-B and cadres operating under 

SoO, and National Herald reported their call for central intervention over 

attacks on Naga villages40.

A memorandum reportedly submitted to the Prime Minister on or 

around 7–11 May 2026 by three major Naga civil bodies the United Naga 

Council, the Naga Women’s Union, and the All Naga Students’ Association, 

Manipur, signed by their presidents Ng Lorho, Ch Priscilla Thumai and Th 

Angtheshang Maring makes this cross-border allegation in specific, dated 

terms. It alleges that Myanmar-based KNA-B extremists, with support 

from groups operating under SoO, were behind repeated attacks on Naga 

villages in Ukhrul and Kamjong districts, including a 7 May 2026 attack 

on Z. Choro, Namlee-Wanglee and Kaka villages that burned houses and 

displaced residents. The memorandum decried the Centre’s approach to 

Kuki armed groups as amounting to a ‘proxy war’ against the Naga people 

and calls for action against KNA-B, the People’s Democratic Force, and SoO 

cadres operating in Naga areas41. 
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This is a second, independent Naga-body allegation of KNA-B/

SoO coordination distinct from the United Naga Council’s later July 2026 

memorandum on the Konsakhul and Langka killings, and it reinforces 

the case that the cross-border question cannot be dismissed as a single 

organisation’s grievance. The United Naga Council’s July 2026 memorandum, 

as reported by Northeast Now, specifically alleged that the May 13 

abduction of Naga civilians involved local village authorities and cadres of 

KNF-P, a constituent of UPF under SoO, and renewed its call to terminate 

the arrangement42. These allegations reinforce the need for a transparent 

investigation into cross-border movement, arms, communications and 

operational coordination. The recurrence of such allegations across two 

separate memoranda underscores that this problem is not confined to a 

single organisation or community but affects the region as a whole.

The July 2026 Memorandum also alleged the involvement of cadres of 

KNF-P, a constituent of UPF under SoO, in the May 13 abduction, who were 

later found brutally murdered. According to accounts attributing to surviving 

abductees and witnesses, the six (Liangmai) hostages were allegedly killed 

(the dead bodies are still lying in a mortuary in Imphal) in collusion between 

the local village authorities and KNF-P43. The July Memorandum demanded 

the termination of the SoO agreement. The July Memorandum syncs well 

with what was reiterated by the MHA on 4 September 2025 that asked for 

‘stringent physical verification’ of cadres by security forces to de-list foreign 

nationals, if any44. A peace arrangement that needs a specific foreign-

national screening provision is itself acknowledging that the infiltration of 

cross-border militias into a SoO that pertains to Manipur state is a genuine 

national security matter as well as a compliance issue.

10. SoO groups after May 3  

After 3 May 2023, allegations that SoO cadres were participating in the 

conflict became a central public issue. In May 2023, the government ordered 

audits/verification of designated camps and weapons amid accusations that 
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cadres and arms were missing. In October 2023, MHA-directed NIA scrutiny 

reached KNA and ZRA. The pattern later moved beyond allegation in at least 

some cases. These audits and verification were part of a broader mandate of 

surveillance under the SoO agreement. On 8 June 2025, the NIA announced 

the arrest of three accused in the January 17, 2024 attack on an IRB post/

security forces in Moreh that killed two police commandos and injured 

others. The NIA release identified Kamginthang Gangte as a member of 

Kuki National Army (KNA)45. This is a concrete national investigative record 

linking a member of an SoO organisation to a deadly attack case. NDTV 

later reported that Manipur Police had also identified three Kuki Liberation 

Army insurgents killed in a September 2024 Jiribam gunfight, describing 

the incident as an official confirmation of SoO related violations46.

In the year 2026 itself, there have been many reported arrests of 

cadres of KRA, KNF, KNF-MC and other Kuki armed groups with pistols and 

other ammunition. In July 2026, Manipur Police posted a report of arresting 

two juvenile cadres of KNF - MC (a violation of SoO recruitment rules) with 

77 rounds of 5.56 mm ammunition47. A further illustration of the terror 

ecosystem can be inferred from what happened on 4 November 2025. A 

paramilitary column conducting an intelligence-based operation at Khanpi 

village, Henglep sub-division, Churachandpur, was reportedly fired upon 

and, in the resulting encounter killed four cadres described by the defence 

public-relations officer as belonging to the United Kuki National Army 

(UKNA), a proscribed group that is not a signatory to SoO. Reporting also 

noted that UKNA cadres had separately been linked to the death of a village 

chief in the same district in late October 2025 and to a June 2025 ambush 

that killed a KNO leader and an elderly woman. These violent acts imply 

that a non-SoO armed group is operating, recruiting and clashing within 

the same district and terrain as SoO designated camps, which is itself a 

verification and containment problem for the JMG48. 

The year 2026 has been a critical phase as far as the escalation of 
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inter-ethnic tension is concerned. The arson and attacks on civilians in 

Konsakhul, Kharam Vaiphei and Langka villages in Kangpokpi and Senapati  

districts in the recent weeks have dragged in the names of SoO groups like 

Kuki National Front (KNF) and Kuki Liberation Army (KLA)49. On 13 June 

2026, the Langka (Taniuluang) Village Authority alleged that armed KNF(P) 

cadres attacked Langka Naga Village and explicitly identified KNF(P) as 

SoO signatory members. The Liangmai Naga Council Eastern Zone issued a 

separate statement the same day alleging a coordinated assault involving 

KNF(P) and KNF(N), after the community was already mourning six Naga 

men whose bodies had been recovered50.

The United Naga Council’s 1st June 2026 public statement recorded 

assurances that authorities would trace abducted Naga persons, arrest 

perpetrators and strictly enforce SoO ground rules including rationalisation 

and relocation of camps51.In July 2026, the UNC formally urged the Centre 

to scrap SoO, alleging KNF-P involvement in the May 13 abduction and 

later killing of Naga hostages52. Despite those assurances, the six Naga 

hostages were later found to have been murdered. The recovery in June 

2026 of the bodies of six Naga civilians after their abduction became a 

major turning point in Naga opposition to the SoO arrangement. The 2026 

chronology identifies the victims and records reporting that they had been 

among persons detained on 13 May. The UNC subsequently alleged KNF-P 

involvement in the killing. A Northeast Live report cited that the statement 

of Manipur Deputy Chief Minister Losii Dikho said SoO groups were behind 

the killings53.

What matters for the common public of Manipur vis-a-vis SoO is the 

human cost and institutional derogation. The critical voice of the Naga 

bodies and their demand for the termination of SoO seems to come from 

their own lived experiences. The resentment against SoO antics is a powerful 

sign of a growing decline in inter-community trust. The Naga opposition 

towards the SoO arrangement was strengthened in the aftermath of the 
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recovery of the bodies of the six Naga hostages in June 2026. The important 

point here is that Nagas who have tried to maintain equidistance during 

the Meitei-Kuki clash have actively demanded the termination of SoO after 

the recent turn of events, which is indicative of the terror committed by SoO 

groups.

The evidence discussed above establishes an extensive human loss 

and continuing uncertainty. They should not, by themselves, be used to 

attribute every disappearance to a specific SoO group. But they explain why 

communities do not experience SoO as an abstract peace-policy debate. 

They experience it through unanswered questions about who carried 

weapons, who controlled territory, who abducted civilians and why camp/

weapon monitoring failed to provide confidence or accountability. There is 

an ample number of references, cases, documents, FIR records, news, videos 

and photos of persons who have died and are still missing. These documents 

are reminders of distress and trauma caused by unresolved disappearances 

hinting at the involvement of a bigger hand from behind, though apparent 

in many cases. Even if every case of a dead or missing person does not 

implicate the SoO groups, the testimonies of affected communities and 

the terror trails qualify the SoO as an intangible peace-policy initiative till 

date. The experience of these communities raises questions on which of 

the armed groups were active and who are responsible for the abduction 

of civilians. It raises the question as to why despite explicit ground rules 

being set in place, camps and weapons monitoring failed to provide public 

confidence and ensure accountability.

11. Some select cases of 2026  

The following table illustrates the range of allegations and official 

actions relevant to SoO compliance issue for the year 2026. An important 

case that pertains to a non-SoO  group incident for the year 2025 is also 

reflected in the Table 01. 



28 29

Kuki SoO Terror Trails  Evedentiary Files

Table 01

Date Event Source type SoO relevance

29 Jan 2026

Manipur Police 
arrest of KRA 
“sergeant major” 
with 9 mm pistol

Official police report

KRA is an SoO 
group; direct 
cadre-compliance 
relevance.

25 Mar 2026
Arrest of active KNF 
cadre with 9 mm 
pistol

Official/security-
force report

Direct relevance if 
cadre is from SoO 
constituent/faction.

23 May 2026

Arrest of alleged 
KNF-Zougam 
commander in 2023 
student kidnapping/
murder case

Security forces/CBI-
linked reporting

Serious criminal case; 
group/faction status 
should be matched to 
SoO roster.

31 May 2026
Konsakhul Village 
Authority alleges 
KNF-P attack

Village authority / 
media

KNF-P is reported 
as SoO constituent; 
allegation, 
investigation 
required.

10 Jun 2026
Bodies of six 
abducted Naga 
civilians recovered

Police/search 
operation; Naga 

bodies later allege 
KNF-P involvement

Major public-
confidence and SoO-
accountability issue.

6 Jul 2026

Police arrests 
“extortionist active 
cadre of KNF” with 
pistol/ammunition

Manipur Police

Direct official 
description 
connecting KNF 
cadre and extortion.

6 Jul 2026

Two juvenile KNF-
MC cadres arrested 
with 77 rounds 5.56 
mm

Manipur Police

Raises recruitment/
cadre-control 
and ammunition 
questions.

7 Aug 2026

Home/JMG chair 
warns KNO and UPF 
over alleged armed 
movement and 
attacks

Government of 
Manipur

Umbrella-level 
compliance warning

4 Nov 2025 
[M]

Four suspected 
UKNA cadres 
killed in Army/
security-force 
encounter at Khanpi 
village, Henglep 
sub-division, 
Churachandpur

Defence PRO 
statement; Scroll.in, 
Business Standard, 

The Tribune

UKNA is NOT an SoO 
signatory; included 
to show the fluid, 
interconnected 
armed ecosystem 
operating alongside 
SoO groups in the 
same district.
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Beyond the specific incident record, a recurring stream of civil-so-

ciety demands from both Meitei and Naga organisations has called for 

army/NIA action against and disarmament of Kuki armed groups since 

May 2023, running parallel to the SoO-specific allegations which are cata-

logued in the above section. Organisations from the Manipur valley have 

at various points sought a mass operation against Kuki militants, called 

for named groups to be declared unlawful, and urged that the Centre 

stop what they describe as an appeasement policy conducted ‘under the 

name of Suspension of Operation’. Liangmai Naga Council and United 

Naga Council have held SoO groups responsible for the recent attacks, 

abductions and killings of civilians. Naga bodies have charged the Kuki 

SoO groups working hand in glove with the trans-border militant groups. 

Frequent armed violence in the border areas involving foreign militia hav-

ing ethnic solidarity in the eastern borders of Manipur has become a ma-

jor source of concern.  

The idea of the current dossier is to enhance the voice of commoners 

towards adjudicating those broader demands for action against SoO high-

handedness and established terror trails. Therefore, the voice of people for 

the best reasons cited above underscores the need for a policy initiative to 

win back public-confidence through compliance rather than uncritical re-

newal of SoO. The civil society organisations from both the Naga and Meitei 

communities have repeatedly called for the central government’s action 

against the violation of ground rules and for the disarmament of the clan-

destine Kuki-Chin terror groups. There are growing demands for abroga-

tion of SoO. There is also a call to declare the terror groups outlawed. The 

people of Manipur have felt unheard and dejected due to the apparent im-

punity enjoyed by Kuki armed groups, including the so-called village volun-

teers who are non-compliant and roaming freely with automatic rifles. The 

people of the state suspect complicity and a policy of appeasement under 

the guise of SoO. 
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12. Way Forward: Peace is Possible but with Accountability  

The dossier is an attempt to relay and re-highlight the anger of those 

who have directly experienced SoO criminalities. For those who have lost 

their near and dear ones in their hands, the matter is a question of life and 

death, and justice. The culture of impunity and unaccountability that has 

come qualify Kuki SoO groups, if not contained, is to increase the coercion of 

ethnic armies as they continue to mushroom in Manipur. Terrorism behind 

the veil of a protective SoO process shall prove inimical to the security of the 

commoners as it has the potential to militarise the minds and politics of a 

given society. Administration and laws cannot operate at the mercy of the 

exclusive groups that only harps on piecemeal distribution of social goods 

and political power.

Weaponisation of highways, frequenting economic blockades and 

insistence on an unconstitutional concept like ‘buffer-zone’ are often 

employed as an instrument to provoke communities on sectarian polarities. 

Such terror methods have shown least value for constitutionalism and 

international humanitarian protocols. SoO menace, therefore, has to be 

immediately contained, for it carries a potential danger to balkanise a multi-

ethnic state like Manipur. In a serious turn of event (August, 2026), 9 Naga 

MLAs of Manipur have petitioned the Union Home Minister of India urging 

for the abrogation of SoO (Petition Annexed). A large section of people in 

Manipur who have directly faced the brunt of Kuki-Chin terror groups in 

SoO have been crying not for the moon but for accountability, security of 

their lives and peace under the established provisions of law of the land. 

Suspension of Operation can neither be a covert system to undermine 

peoples aspirations, nor a veil to hide dubious (counter) policies, if any. 

Peace, if at all, is to be contemplated through a process like ‘Kuki-Chin 

SoO’ initiative, it has to face the metaphorical litmus test; of acceptability, 

accountability and legitimacy.  

  - Ends Here - 
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Cadres of KNF (MC) -06 July 26
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Press Release by Manipur Petroleum Transporters and Drivers 
Association to fix illegal taxes on NH -37 Imphal Jiribam Route- 

30 July 2026
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Memorandum of Understanding Between Government of Manipur and 
the Core Committee of Consortium of Manipur Petroleum Products 
Transporters’ Fraternity, Retail Outled Dealers, LPG Distributors and 

Drivers’s Associations- 01 August 2026



80 81
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Security Forces Arrests a Lieutenant of UKNA, Semenlal Haokip from M 
Songgel Village- 05 August 2026
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The Government of Manipur Issued a Written Warning to the KNO and 
UPF over the Allegation of Ground Rule Violations- 07 August 26
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The NIA Issues a Press Release on the Tronglaobi Case Regarding the 
Arrest of Accused S. Pala Thadou-12 August 26
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Kuki SoO Terror Trails  Evedentiary Files

Four Civilians Killed in an Ambush Carried Out by the Suspected KNF (P) 
and KRA Cadres Along the IT Roads in Kangpokpi District – 

27 August 2026
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The Nine Naga Legislature Urges Union Home Minister Amit Shah to 
Intervene Immediately in the Prevailing Situation Over the Involvement 

of a KNF (P) Leader.
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Letter to Union Home Minister Amit Shah by the Nine Naga MLAs in 
Connection with the Killing of Four Naga Civilians and the Involvement of 

a KNF (P) Leader – 31 August 2026
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Centre Defers Census After High-Level Review Amid Public Demand for 
NRC Implementation - 31 August 2026






